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A CGaraduation to Remember

The first cycle of the Savings Start program finished and its 8 participants have
proudly graduated!

The graduation was on Decermber 18" at the art
gallery "Galeria del Sur” in San Juan del Sur. The
space was nicely decorated with many lights and
a red Savings Start banner. The guests from
Community REfund, Comunidad Connect, AMID
ithe Association of Micaraguan Investors & Devel
opers) and the families of the participants joined
1Ee graduates to celebrate this special day with
them.

After a few wards from Ben Patterson (from Cold-
well Banker Micaragua) and Jon Thompson (from
Comunidad Connect and Community REfund),
who were the directors of Savings Start, each
participant was awarded a cerificate and told us a bit about their experiences in the
program. They expressed their happiness and excitement about this new step in
their lives. They are very proud and grateful to the program and its' sponsars. Wye
wish thern all the best and in six months we will present a follow up on each one of
their businesses!

B en Patterson and Maritza Ortiz,
one of the proud graduates

Thanksto all who made this first cycle possible: Community REfund, AMID, Coldwell
Banker Micaragua, and BOF.

The businesses developed by the participants are:

A Spanish schoal (Yajaira Jimenez)

Transpartation business (Roger Romera)

Food business (tortilas, tamales, enchiladas, etc) (Marntza Ortiz)
Training business for bartenders and waiters (Geovanny Marinez)
Transpartation business (Agueda Magaly Rodriguez)

Fruit juices, ice cream and cooked beans (Marta Castro)

A car wash (Carlos Calderon)

Photocopy business (Jose Dinarte)
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About ug.,

Comtmunilty REfpd s an
hRigtive Bunched W 2007,
Our mission Is to ensure that
Lcal  commuonies  benefit
fram the growth of reaiestate
ahef tourizim I Nicaragua. e
gim to epcolrdge people to
think diterently about
Mve sdment and offer 3 sinpke
saiton to e spansibe
prap ety Investing that
clegtes valle W soclely and
the environment while at the
saine btime belhg financiall
profitabie,

e have two main prograin s
The Savings Start pogram
sipports beal small I shess
owhers ahd coptributes to
microente bprise development.
The GCommuniy Brdge
pragram heps to ralse fands
for Jocal community projects.

Where oo the funds come
from? e solkit
coptribution s from real estate
vers, developers, agehls
and ather parties mvalred
the real edltate transachion,
and then chanhel these funds
tow ards the needs of the
gl communiies in g way
that iz mutually beneficia! to
both donors and recine nts,
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